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DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH

NOTICE OF FINAL RULEMAKING

The Director of the Deparent of Menta Heath pursut to the authority set fort in
section 114 of the Deparent of Mental Heath Estblishment Amendment Act of2001
effective December 18 2001 (D.C. Law 14-56; D.C. Offcial Code 1131.14) (Act),
hereby gives notice of the adoption of the followig new Chapter 12, of Title 22A, of the

C. Code of Muncipal Reguations, entitled Prority Populations. Chapter 12, Title 22A
DCMR sets fort defitions of priority populations for the Deparent of Menta Health.
No changes have been made to the text of the proposed rue, as published with the Notice
of Emergency and Proposed Rulemakng in the C. Register on Febru 22, 2002, at 49

DCR 1734. These fmal rues will be effective upon publication of ths notice in the
Register.

Title 22A DCMR is amended by addig the followig new Chapter 12:
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DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH
PRIORITY POPULATIONS RULE

PRIORITY POPULATIONS - GENERA REQUIMENTS

The Menta Health Servce Deliver RefoIm Act of 2001 (Act), D.
Offcial Code 1131.01 et seq. requies the Deparent of Menta
Health (DMH to provide or arange systems of care to serve the needs of
chidren and youth with menta health problems and adults with menta
illness, as defined in Section 102 of the Act, D. C. Offcial Code 

1131.02.

The Act requies DMH to promulgate rues that defie priority populations
in order to prioriti service response and system design to focus on
consumers with the more severe for: of menta or emotional illness.

DMH shall issue an anua plan as required by the Act that includes an
explanation of how DMH will provide or arange systems of care to serve
the needs of children and yputh with mental health problems and adults
with mental illness.

CIlLDREN OR
DISTURANCE

YOUTH EMOTIONALSERIOUS

Children or youth with serious emotional distubance includes children and
youth under age 22 who curently have, or at any tie durg the prior year
have had, a diagnosable menta, behavioral, or emotional disorder
including those of biological etiology that:
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(a)

- .

Is or was of sufcient durtion to meet diagnostic criteria specified
with the DSM-IV or the ICD9-CM equivalent, except for DSM-
V" codes;

(b) Is neither a substce abus disorder nor a developmenta disorder
uness co-occurg with another diagnosable serious emotional
distubance;

(c) Results, resulted in, or will without treatment or other support
services, result in a fuctiona impaient that either substtially
interferes with or limts the conser s role or fuctionig in
famly, school, or communty activities, or tht limts the consumer
from achieving or maitag one or more developrnentaly-
appropriate social, behaviora, cogntive, communcative, or
adaptive skills; and

(d) Includes fuctional impaients of episodic, recurent, and
contiuoUs durtion but not tempora and expected responses to
stssfu events in the consumer s environment.

PERSONS WITH SERIOUS MENTAL ILLNESS

Persons with serious menta illness are individuas age 22 or over who
curently have, or at any tie durg the prior year have had, a diagnosable
menta, behavioral or emotional disorder (includig those of biological
etiology) that:

(a) Is or was of sufcient duration to meet diagnostic criteria specified
withn DSM-IV or the ICD- CM equivalent (and subsequent
revisions), except for DSM-IV "V" codes;

(b) Is not a substce abuse disorder or a developmenta disorder, uness
co-occurg with another diagnosable menta illness; and

(c) Results, resulted in, or will without treatment or other support
servces result in a fictional impairment that substtially
interferes with or limits one or more major life activities, including
basic daily living skills, instrental living skills, and fuctionig in
social famy and vocational or educational contexts.

DEFIITIONS

Basic daily livig skills" - skils necessar to handle life activities
including but not limited to eating, bathing and dressing.

Capacity" - the ability to understand and appreciate the nature and
cOnsequences of the proposed treatment, including the benefits and risks of
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and alternatives to, the proposed treatment, and to makeandcbrtunicate a
decision regarding the proposed treatment.

Consumer" - an adult, child or youth who seeks or receives menta health
services or menta heath support fuded or reguated by the Deparent of
Menta Health.

DMH" - the Deparent of Menta Health, the successor in interest to the

Distrct of Columbia Commssion on Menta Heath Servces.

DSM-IV" - the most recent version of the Diagnostic and Statistical
Manua of Menta Disorders as amended from time to tie.

DSM-IV 'V' Codes

" -

V" codes as defied in the DSM-IV.

ICD- CM" - the most recent verion of the Interntional Classification of
Diseases Code Manua as amended from tie to time.

Menta Illness" - a substatial disorder of thought, mood, perception,
orientation, or memory that grossly impai judgment, behavior, capacity to

recognze realty, or abilty to meet the ordinar demands of life.
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